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We donõt inherit the earth from our ancestors, we 

borrow it from our childrené     

-Unknown                                                                                                          



 

A publication for our Callawassie 
Island Community .  

 A publication for our Callawassie  

Island Community 

Welcome to Callawassie Island ð a unique and naturally beautiful sea island 
community.  In February 2006, Callawassie Island was awarded certification 
by the National Wildlife Federation as a Community Wildlife Habitat ð the 
first community in South Carolina to be so recognized ð and the 15th in the na-
tion. 
 
This prestigious award must be òre-earnedó each year.  Certifying your back-
yard as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat will help maintain our CWH certifica-
tion.  Itõs not difficult to certify your backyard; most residences easily qualify 
for certification.  For more information visit National Wildlife Federationõs 
website at www.nwf.org  or contact any member of the Ecology Committee. 

 
The members of the Ecology Committee of Callawassie Island  have prepared 
this  publication in order to help you enjoy our beautiful  island and also to 
help preserve it for future generations.  One of our goals is to promote aware-
ness and appreciation of the ecological   attributes and fragility of  
Callawassie Island. 

Callawassie Island Ecology Guide 

http://www.nwf.org/
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Grandfather, Great Spirit, 

Fill us with light; 

Teach us to walk the soft earth 

As relatives to all that lives. 

                                                              Lakota Indian Prayer 

C 
allawassie Island is abundant with wildlife!  The many species of wildlife are what make 

this island so unique.  We have provided the following information in order to help you 

enjoy Callawassie and its wildlife in a way that is safe for you, your family and guests, 

and also for the animals. 

 

The wildlife on Callawassie is truly WILD, and the goal is to keep it that way.   

In particular, we ask that you do not interact with or handle 

any of the wildlife species that are native to Callawassie.  No 

matter how cute or interesting a raccoon or alligator might 

be, there are dangers in being too close to these creatures.  

Alligators can run over 35 miles per hour for short distances.  

We should photograph them from a safe distance.  Small 

children and pets should not be left unattended near lagoons.  

DO NOT FEED any of the animals.  This includes throwing 

any type of food into the lagoons.  However, we can feed the 

birds! 

1.  GENERAL GUIDELINES AND PRINCIPLES  

BEWARE!  WILDLIFE IS WILD LIFE  

CRABBING AND CRAB TRAPS  

Thanks to one of our residents for this picture. 

C rabbing season is open all year with best results obtained from July through November.  

ALL CRAB TRAPS MUST BE LABELED with the ownerôs name.  Brass tags are 

available at no cost from CIPOA.  Please contact the CIPOA Property Manager to obtain these.  

Crab traps may be used at both the Sugar Mill dock and the River Club dock. 
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Crab traps must be hung from the lower rail of the dock so that they will hang under the walkway 

and leave the upper rail free for fisherman and shrimpers.  During crabbing season these may be 

left in place.  At the Sugar Mill, however, we ask that you move any traps 

not currently being used to a position some 50 feet back from the end of  

the dock to allow those actively crabbing to use the end portion.  During 

the off season all traps should be taken home and stored.  Traps should be 

checked every day when baited and in the water since crabs will eat each 

other if their food source is gone. South Carolina state regulations allow 

an individual without a license to put out no more than two traps.  In 

addition, they MUST be placed so they are UNDERWATER even at low 

tide. Blue crabs reproduce in the late spring and summer months, so it is very important to 

immediately  release the female blue crabs with an egg mass.  The egg mass, called sponge, is 

located on the underside of the crab and is usually orange.  The female carapace (top part of the 

shell) is wider and has more distinct striped markings. You may harvest blue crabs only if they 

measure at least 5 inches from point to point.   

 

 

 

 

 

 A lthough many people use the traps mentioned above for crabbing, catching blue crabs 

with a string, weight, and chicken neck is still the fun way to crab.  Have a net ready to 

snag the crab while you slowly pull it to the surface.  Tongs are a safe and convenient way to 

handle these feisty creatures.  Crabbing this way is best done two hours before and two hours 

after low tide.  Put ones of legal size into your pot and release undersized ones to grow for your 

next trip!  Donôt put ice or water in your bucket or the crabs will die.  Never steam or eat a crab 

you find dead!  When you have eaten enough crab and have enough in your freezer, bring home 

your trap, clean, repair and store it until the next season. 

 

NOTE: Stone crabs are also present in our waters, but they are a protected species.  Distinctly 

different looking from the blue crab, they have large claws and are tinged with bright orange and 

black.  You are permitted to harvest only the larger claw of the two claws of this crab, and then 

you must return the crab to the water where it will grow another claw.  

Happy crabbing in the Low country! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Crab on Dock 

The Protected Stone Crab 



 

C allawassie has a ñcatch and releaseò policy for fish caught in the ponds and lagoons.  The chemical   

run-off from the golf course may make these fish 

unhealthy to eat.  Edible salt water species can be caught from the River Club and 

Sugar Mill docks.  Although a South Carolina fishing license is not required to 

fish from these places, size and number regulations do apply and are listed in the booklet 

ñSouth Carolina Rules and Regulationsò which is free at marinas and sports stores.  Fishing 

licenses are required when fishing from a boat.    

 

     

 

      

. 

 

 

FISHING  

G olf  balls  are NOT to be retrieved from ponds, lagoons or  marsh on the golf course 

using any sort of device EXCEPT the individual ball remover that many golfers 

have in their bag.  Raking or netting not only disturbs the fish, grasses, etc. on the bottom 

of the pond or along the marsh, but one may also disturb other wildlife or even retrieve a 

curious and dangerous alligator.  In addition, walking into the cord grass areas that sur-

round the lagoons and marsh for golf ball retrieval is discouraged.  Not only does this 

damage the grass, but many times the grass is known to shelter the islandôs wildlife.  Mass 

ball retrieval is handled by the Pro Shop only. 
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2.  WILDLIFE ON THE ISLAND  

DEER 

T here are resident deer on     Callawassie, 

and since they do not have any natural 

predators (unless they get too close to an  

alligator), they, too, enjoy the peace and   

serenity of the      island.  Feeding the deer is 

highly       discouraged as it endangers both 

the deer and the person.   Please refrain from  

feeding and leave our animal friends to    

forage for themselves. Unfortunately,    

sometimes their foraging will include      

samplings from your garden.  Therefore, 

when planning or adding to your             

landscaping, you may want to obtain a list of 

deer resistant plants and shrubs from your 

local nursery and include them in your plans.  

It is not  unusual to see a family of deer 

crossing the road, especially at night.  Please 

be careful. 

I n order for the deer to have sufficient natural 

foliage to eat, Callawassie Island strives to 

keep the herd at a manageable number.  This is 

accomplished through an annual culling program 

and is managed by CIPOA after a deer count has 

been completed for the current year.  This process 

is accomplished in a humane manner. All        

precautions are taken to protect our residents    

during this time. 

 

 W e have a variety of snakes on the island. Snakes help to control insects and rodents 

and are very important to the ecosystem.  However, we also have some snakes that are 

very dangerous to humans.   These include copperheads, water moccasins, rattlesnakes and 

coral snakes.  It is a good idea to walk carefully and attentively in the woods and along the 

marshes and lagoons, to wear heavy gloves and protective shoes or boots while gardening, and 

to check carefully where you put your hands. Never put your hands under a shrub or plant be-

fore checking for snakes first! Also, never step over a fallen tree, but rather step onto it and 

look down before proceeding.  Be cautious when reaching into garden hose coils and reels. 

We discourage the killi ng of all snake species.  Through the Ecology Com-

mitteeôs ñSave-A -Snakeò Program, Dave Harris has volunteered to remove un-

wanted snakes from your property.  Dave will  relocate them, so give him a call at 987-

0480 before killing an unwanted snake!  If Dave is not available, call Security, 987-2151. 

 

 

SNAKES 



 

Cottonmouth Copperhead 
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More information about snakes follows, courtesy of the Clemson University Extension Cooperative Ser-

vice: 

Poisonous snakes found in the state are either pit vipers or the Eastern Coral snake.  The pit vipers in-

clude rattlesnakes, cottonmouths (water moccasins) and copperheads.  Pit vipers have vertical, elliptical 

pupils, and a jaw wider than the neck (triangular head).  Other than the coral snake, snakes without trian-

gular heads are non-poisonous. 

The pit vipers have a heat-sensitive pit between the eye and the nostril.  They detect their prey by sens-

ing the heat it gives off since a pit viperôs eyesight is less than optimal.  These snakes inject poison 

through hollow fangs connected to poison glands located on either side of the head.  Venoms of pit vi-

pers are species specific and the reaction of victims to the venom is unpredictable.  Symptoms following 

a bite from a pit viper include pain, swelling, nausea, weakness, sweating or chills, and shock.  Death 

may occur if adequate medical attention is not given. 

Eastern Coral snakes have small, fixed fangs attached via a duct to poison glands.  These snakes bite 

quickly, but only     administer a small amount of venom unless they hold onto their victim for some 

time.  Eastern coral snake adults are two feet long with red, yellow and black rings encircling the body.  

They have round pupils and the head is not triangular.  Use the rhyme ñred touches yellow kills a fel-

lowò to distinguish coral snakes from other ringed snakes.  The venom of the coral snake is a neurotoxin 

that may cause paralysis of the respiratory system and death.  Minimum pain and swelling may result in 

bite victims being overlooked.  Precursors to serious respiratory problems are dizziness, vomiting, 

blurred vision and spastic reflexes. 

Snake bites may be prevented by being observant and moving cautiously in areas where snakes might 

occur, such as under houses and steps, wood piles, heavy brush or ground-cover areas, etc.  If these ar-

eas are unavoidable, protect yourself with high-topped (snake) boots and thick leather gloves.  Avoid 

stepping over fallen trees, but rather stand on them and look down before proceeding. 

Treatments for poisonous snakebites include keeping the victim calm, limiting activity and keeping the 

bite below heart level.  Remove bracelets, watches and rings as swelling may occur.  Get the victim to a 

hospital emergency room as quickly as possible. (Note: most doctorôs offices and clinics do NOT stock 

antivenin).  Do not consume alcohol, stimulants, or medicine.  Do not apply ice or a tourniquet.  Do 

NOT ñcut and suckò unless properly trained.  Emergency phone numbers and the South Carolina Poison 

Control Center is 1-800-222-1222.  

To learn more about snakes, there are several excellent websites,  

including: www.backyardnature.net/snakes.htm 


